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All Central Banks of the Member States that 

have adopted the Euro as their legal currency 
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ECBs role in Banknotes
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Banknote Production
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Banknote Production
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Cotton used 
for Euro 
Banknotes
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Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) conducted in 2004, Cotton key contributor of the 
environmental impact we can control in the production

Environmental Considerations and Focus
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Eurosystem Sustainable Cotton Definitions

9

Organic

Fair trade

Integrated 
Production

 GOTS

 Naturland

 Naturtextil

 Demeter

 OCS

 EU standard

 NOP

 Fair for Life

 FLO

 BCI

 CmiA



www.ecb.europa.eu © 

Sustainable Cotton Programme
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Sustainable Cotton Programme-Challenges

Supply Chain and Market Availability

Average annual cotton requirement = approx. 5,000-6,000t

For ensuring sustainable cotton, we rely on label CERTIFICATION

Challenge is to have certified labels for the cotton 

combers and linters in our supply chain
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Maintain and continuously improve the 

environmental footprint of our product, the EURO

PEF project: An environmental impact study 

assessment of our banknotes using the European 

Commission method called the Product 

Environmental Footprint (PEF).

Our Future
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With our sustainable cotton 
programme and all our 

sustainable environmental 
initiatives we are making 
euro banknotes greener 

and thus improving the 
environmental sustainability 

of the world we live in

Our Future
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THANK 
YOU!
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