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GTS standard & Digital Product Pass – Why do we need standards?

29th of October 2022

It is getting serious: EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles  new rules
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GTS standard & Digital Product Pass – Why do we need standards?

2.    A new pattern for Europe: key actions for sustainable and circular textiles

2.4. Introducing information requirements and a Digital Product Passport

Clear, structured and accessible information on the environmental sustainability characteristics of products 
empowers businesses and consumers to make better choices and improves communication between actors along 
value chains, including producers and recyclers, for example on substances of concern, on repair or on the fibre
composition. 
…. Therefore, as part of the measures under the new Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation, 

the Commission will introduce a Digital Product Passport for textiles based on mandatory information 
requirements on circularity and other key environmental aspects.

29th of October 2022

The legislator side: EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles – why Digital Product Pass



CIRPASS : Collaborative Initiative for a Standards-based Digital Product Passport for 
Stakeholder-Specific Sharing of Product Data for a Circular Economy

6th of September 2022 | Andreas Schneider | Global Textile Scheme GmbH

Input Phase II: EU Digital Product Passport for the textile ecosystem 



Core objectives & additional objectives

 CO1 – Unambiguous cross-sectoral definition and description of the DPP 

 CO2 – Define a cross-sectoral product data model with demonstrated usefulness for the Circular Economy 

 CO3 – Clarify requirements related to product identification 

 CO4 – Propose an open DPP data exchange protocol  

 CO5 – Build stakeholder consensus on key data for circularity and related open standards to be included

 CO6 – Develop use cases and roadmaps for piloting, deployment and circular business value generation of cross-
sectoral DPPs 

 AO1 – Facilitation of cross-sectoral open stakeholder dialogue

 AO2 – Create an inclusive forum facilitating knowledge sharing and discussion (research and industry) 

 AO3 – Provide an initial evaluation methodology of the potential net environmental benefit for specific products 



Consortium – 30+1 partners 

Coordination (technical & administration)

Industrial Networks and Associations

Batteries Electronics Textiles

Cross-cutting expertise – RTO:

Cross-cutting expertise – Standards, Circular Economy 
consultancies, solution providers

Sector lead
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GTS standard & Digital Product Pass – Why do we need standards?

29th of October 2022

Today’s reality side: EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles – where do we stand today?

Just a few actual challenges:
 Logic & system breaks along textile value 

chains.
 Extensive manual processes.
 Poor data quality.
 IT providers not prepared to deliver the 

necessary data.
 Crazy business environment.

 Covid 19
 Suez Canal  container prices
 War in Ukraine
 Energy prices
 ??? on Consumer consumption.

 Lack of standards.



© 2022 Global Textile Scheme GmbH ▪ Düsseldorf ▪ Germany 829th of October 2022

Global Textile Scheme (GTS) Initiative is an association of well-known IT providers and companies from the entire textile value chain.

GTS is a uniform industry standard for all textile value chains and provides a simple and inexpensive basis for efficient data exchange from fiber to 
recycling. 

Our contribution to the CIRPASS project.

Andreas Schneider Cell: +49 171 63 87 999

CEO – Global Textile Scheme GmbH E-Mail: asc@globaltextilescheme.org

Global Textile Scheme Initiative
Master data-efficiency. Lead Time- & Cost-Reduction. Specially now! 
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The transition pathway - today

29th of October 2022

It will be a tough way into a sustainable future – but there is no alternative - Today
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Harvest the fruits of our work

Use cases:

Benefits:

Tool set:

Investment:

29th of October 2022

Our GTS standard in a nutshell

Demand data 
transparency

Automated 
master data 
exchange

Reduced 
interface 

complexities

Automated 
certificate data 

exchange

Reduce manual work – Improve data quality – Support sustainability & a circular industry 

Key ID
(standardized 
Company ID)
free

Key TRY
(try GTS for 4 
months)
free

Key 1
(Basis upload module 
mainly for suppliers & 
producers)
Revenue based 
subscription fee

(Key 1 plus) Key 2
(Download module 
mainly for brands & 
retailers)
Revenue based 
subscription fee

(Key 1/2 plus) Key 3
(Certificate module 
for all users)

Revenue based 
subscription fee

Reconstruction 
of master data

Catalogue of textile data:
 standardized
 encoded 
 multilingual
 configurable 
 downloadable

Cloud based tool,

A) To manage the GTS L catalogue & 
the related interface data

B) Can be used for data exchange from 
SME’s without own webservice

NO Platform & NO Marketplace!



© 2022 Global Textile Scheme GmbH ▪ Düsseldorf ▪ Germany 11

Quote from a CEO: „You are drilling the toughest wooden board our industry has to offer“

29th of October 2022

GTS standard & mapping = key to automated data exchange
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The GTS transition pathway of the near future

29th of October 2022

It will be a tough way into a sustainable future – but there is no alternative!
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Makro – outside individual companies

Quote from a CEO: „You are drilling the toughest wood-board our industry currently has to offer“

29th of October 2022

The 10 main challenges & data exchange showstopper – where shall the data come from?

6) Panic

4) Structural 
organization

8) Lack of 
Know How

10) Tradition7) Poor 
data quality

5) Lack of human 
resources

9) Lack of financial  
resources

3) Lack of legal 
pressure

1) Lack of end2end 
standards

2) Slowly growing:
ICT multipliers



CONTACT

Andreas Schneider | CEO
asc@globaltextilescheme.org

Global Textile Scheme GmbH
Bolker Straße 37
40213 Düsseldorf
Germany

Correspondence address 
Global Textile Scheme GmbH
Pariser Straße 107
40549 Düsseldorf



Mobile +49 171 63 87 999

E-Mail info@globaltextilescheme.org

Website www.globaltextilescheme.org
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